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From the Desk of the president 

 
 

 
 

Dear Colleague, 

It is an honour to address you from the Desk of the prestigious Presidential Chair of IASO. It was on 

persuasion by Senior Past Presidents & EC members that I agreed to take up this responsibility being 

uncontested. Thanks for the faith that they all have in me in my abilities. I will try my best to keep up 

the good work of my predecessors.  

Considering the alarming increase in cancer cases globally, my aim for the coming one year is as 

follows: 

- Increase the drive for Membership for IASO, especially in Allied Oncology Specialties like _ 

Gynae, Uro, Ortho, Breast, ENT where many Surgeons are doing more than 50% Oncological 

works during their schedule. The future of Cancer Care will be Organ specific and it is high 

time that we embrace all these societies to make the gamut more complete.  

- Since I was chosen to get representation from Eastern India, I aim to get more people on 

board from this region- not only as members but also their active participation in the 

Scientific conferences. The Trainees should get more involved in presenting through Papers/ 

Posters/ Videos 

- Organize more Zonal CMEs for Doctors and also training sessions for Paramedics so that the 

holistic care of Cancer reaches even the remote areas. This can be clubbed with Cancer 

Awareness programmes which will benefit the Society directly through prevention and early 

detection 

- Our predecessors have already set up tie ups with SSO (Surgical Society of Oncology, USA) & 

ESSO (European Society of Oncology) apart from many reputed Institutes in India where 

young surgeons can go on Fellowship through a selection process during NATCON. These are 

great opportunities and we hope to create more opportunities in future 



- Make the IASO website more interactive through our team so that we can put up good 

videos by the doyens in India, and also Orations. Surgical innovations in Indian context will 

be given priorities. Indian guidelines for Cancer Management will also be there (which are in 

the process of being created by National Cancer Grid) 

- Indian Journal of Surgical Oncology should see more publications from you all. The data 

from India, in spite of very good works being done in different Institutes, are lacking 

- Update the IASO Members` Directory along with photos. We will need your support to 

contact the members of your region who otherwise cannot be contacted 

- Finally, we welcome your suggestions so that we can do many more good things in future. 

You are free to write to me at drarnabgupta1@gmail.com or IASO Secretariat at 

iasosecretariat@gmail.com 

Looking forward to seeing you in the upcoming MIDCON on 28th Feb- 1st March, 2020 at 

Tirupati (under the leadership of Dr Narendra Hullikol), NATCON on 18th- 20th September 

2020 at Delhi (under the leadership of Dr Rudra Acharya & Dr SVS Deo) and ofcourse the 

Mega ICC Conference (which is going to be hosted by IASO under the leadership of our Past 

Presidents Dr Sanjay Sharma & Dr Dhairyasheel Savant) in Mumbai in November, 2021.  

My best wishes to the Organizers in advance, 

 

 

Prof (Dr) Arnab Gupta, 

President, Indian Association of Surgical Oncology, 

Director, Saroj Gupta Cancer Centre & Research Institute, Thakurpukur, Kolkata 
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Secretary’s Message 

 

 

Dear friends, 

Hello Everyone, 

I wish you all a very Happy New Year 2020. 

This is our first newsletter for the year.  

The IASO today stands as an independent Organisation. From now on it is wholly in our hands to 

build the organisation and forward an approach to a healthy India. Last year, we have opened up the 

IASO and made it accessible for all Surgical Oncologist. This has helped our membership grow. 2019 

was a year which recorded the highest number new members to the society. We added a whopping 

157 members in a calendar year. However as data show, we still lag behind and we need to target a 

new  membership of at least 200 individuals per year, looking at the  numbers of Surgical Oncologist 

graduating out every year. 

We have numerous other tasks on our hands. A major part of the buildup and revamp should occur 

in this year. We will also need more Oncosurgeons who dedicate a part of their time exclusively to 

the association. With advent of sub -sub specialities, there are going to be fewer and fewer 

generalist  Oncosurgeons in the days to come. However we will need the IASO as a parent 

organisation to help groom numerous sub-subspecialities. With the platform of ICC we need to build 

bridges with associated associations with whom we interact frequently. 

Kolkota was a successful meeting. It was the first independent NATCON by ourselves. 

At Tirupati, we will have a record gathering for a MIDCON. I hope it will improve the quality and raise 

the bar for MIDCON. We will discuss  the way forward at our EC meeting during that conference. 

I invite you all to Tirupati for the MIDCON and urge you for contribution towards strengthening  to 

build the IASO. 

 

 



I was supported by the association well in my first year, I hope to get the same for this year. 

I will need more guidance and ideas to help implement in the IASO. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Dr Sharad Desai 
Hon Secretary  
Indian Association of Surgical Oncology  
Director, Mahatma Gandhi Cancer Hospital, 
Miraj - 416410 
Dt Sangli Maharashtra  
 
  



IASO MIDCON 2020 

 

Dear IASO Family,  

Greetings from Tirupati, the temple town of Southern India and Happy 2020.  

On behalf of the Organizing committee, we take immense pleasure in welcoming you to 

the Midterm Annual Conference of Indian Association of Surgical Oncology at Hotel Fortune 

select grand ridge, Tirupati from 29 th Feb – 01st March 2020 with a day of pre-conference video 

workshop on 28th February organized jointly by the Departments of Surgical, Medical and 

Radiation Oncology, Sri Venkateswara Institute of Medical Sciences, Tirupati and Tirupati 

Oncology Group Andhra Pradesh and hosted by Indian Association of Surgical Oncology ,India. 

Sri Venkateswara Institute of Medical Sciences, a tertiary care referral centre and a jewel in 

the crown of the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, Tirupati, has established itself as a Medical 

University of repute.  SVIMS Cancer Centre has acquired the state-of-art equipment with well 

recognized faculty & best practices, offers evidence-based patient centered care as well as 

taken active role in population health management. 

MIDCON IASO 2020 is being held at Tirupati for the first time,  which we assure will be an 

academic feast consisting of several guest lectures, panel discussions on hot topics, debates, 

tips from experts, video and poster/paper presentations with an exposure to newer trends in 

the field of Cancer Surgery. This one and half daylong conference will provide all of us an open 

forum to discuss and debate multidisciplinary care of various common cancers and share 

knowledge and experiences with rest of our colleagues from across the country. This will be an 

occasion for all of us to expand one’s expertise and network apart from an opportunity to seek 

blessings of the Lord of seven hills Sri Venkateswara Swamy. 

Tirupati is a city in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. Its Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple sits 

atop one of the seven peaks of Tirumala Hills, attracting scores of Hindu pilgrims. Apart from 

several other temples such as Sri Kapeelatheertha Swamy temple, Tiruchunur Sri padmavathi 

Temple and Sri Kalahastheswara Temple, Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park with lions and 

primates is an added attraction. We take pride in welcoming you and your family to this 

momentous event. We are confident that with the help of your participation and contribution, 

this will be an unforgettable, fruitful and memorable experience for all of us.  



We look forward to meeting you in the temple town of Tirupati   

 

With warm regards, 

 

Dr B. Vengamma                              Dr Narendra H                                                  Dr. Surya Sen 

Director cum VC, SVIMS, Tirupati       Professor & Head, Surgical Oncology           Sr Surg Oncologist 
Organizing Chairman   Organizing Secretary                                        Organizing Co-Secretary 

 
 
  



EC Minutes of Meeting @ NATCON 2019, Kolkatta 

 

1.Meeting called to order by Hon Secretary, Dr Sharad Desai 

2. Dr Dhairyasheel Savant, President welcomed the members. 

3. The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed.  

 The independence from ASI 

 Access to IJS online 

 Revival of Detroit fellowship 

 SSO budgeting discussed 

 Increase in IASO membership fees 

 Fellowships and competition  

 MT Abu EGBM meeting minutes 

 NATCON shifted to New Delhi from Madurai 

 Membership criteria accepted  

 IASO PAN Card not to be used for conferences 

 Online broadcast of NATCON recordings/ Orations> Chandramohan authorised to 

proceed with the technicalities 

 

4. Annual report 2018-19 

o Membership drive has been very successful . New members to tune of 157 enrolled 

in this year 

o ASI sectional program discussed and approved  

o New byelaws regarding Membership incorporated 

o MoU with ESSO and certifications discussed 

o SSO representation and the  three tiered membership pattern discussed  

o Affiliated meets with various conferences  

o Updated website 

o New Byelaws updated till date. Dr PK Das authorised to submit the byelaws to the 

registrar. 

o Election applicants discussed 

 

5. ICC 2021 Progress regarding the same was discussed to the satisfaction of the EC 

6. MIDCON 2020  Progress regarding the same discussed and approved  



7. NATCON 2020  Preparation for same  discussed. It was decided that a  discount of  Rs 1000/- for 

the delegates registered at NATCON ,  Kolkata to be considered by the organisers. 

8. Contributions from NATCON IASO  2018 @ Trivandrum. .. RS 10 lakh appreciated 

9. Contributions from MIDCON IASO 2019 @ MT Abu …. RS 2.5 lakh appreciated 

10. Dr Chandramohan, Treasurer ,  explained the financial status of the IASO. 

11.  Complimentary Accomodation  for EC Memebers :As a convention, President and Secretary get 

complementary accommodation. But both register for the conference. The issue of EC members 

getting accommodation is the discretion of the Org secretary. 

12. The travel and accommodation up to a max of 10000/- for all EC  members attending a meeting. 

13. Annual renewal was discussed but not accepted as it was unlikely to be acceptable and feasible 

14. A separate day for PGs in NATCON was deliberated but no final decision taken.  

15. The issue of choosing papers for awards and posters was left to the scientific committee. The 

choice of scientific committee is accepted without any favours or grudges. The decision of the 

committee is final and binding to all concerned. 

16. The Secretary thanked all the EC members for their contributions.  

 

 

  



MOM OF GENERAL BODY MEETING IASO NATCON 2018 

JW Marriott, 

21st September 2019, Kolkota 

 

1. Calling Meeting to Order : Dr Sharad Desai, the secretary, called the meet to order 

2. Welcome address by the President : Dr Dhairyasheel Savant, welcomed all the delegate to the 

GBM . He complimented the wonderful work done by Dr Arnab Gupta and team in organising 

NATCON2019.  He complemented the entire EC of the IASO for the wholehearted support rendered. 

3. The issue of Old IASO Logo was raised by Dr Sandeep Kumar and discussed. The EC was directed to 

design a logo and present it at MIDCON 2020 in Tirupati. This was proposed by Dr Sanjay Sharma and 

seconded by Dr Kiran Kothari. 

4. The secretary informed the house that 157 members were added in the last year. This was the 

highest number in the history of IASO in a single year.  It was decided that the old associate 

members will be converted to full members if they fulfill the new criteria. 

5. The house was appraised about the  new Membership rules and these were  accepted . The 

leadership thanked Dr Arun Chaturvedi, Dr Kiran Kothari, Dr M Vijaykumar for the same. 

6. The house was appraised of the new MOU with the ESSO. The house accepted the MOU and was 

passed unanimously.  

7.The EC was instructed to go ahead with conducting interval Certifying Exams for the IASO 

members by the ESSO in collaboration of the IASO.  

8. The house was informed of the Byelaws which have been updated and formatted and uploaded 

on the website. The updated Byelaws were accepted by the house. Dr PK Das was authorised by the 

house to update the Byelaws with Registrar in Varanasi and Reregister the society with new Office 

bearers. 

9. The house was informed of the SSO meeting and the new MOU signed with the SSO. The new 

MOU was accepted. The house was appraised of the new SSO membership fees offered by SSO to 

the IASO in three tiers. The members were requested to take advantage of the discounted offer. The 

house expressed concern about poster presenters defaulting and thereby denying others an 

opportunity. The EC will observe the rate of default and take necessary action against defaulters. 

10. The IASO thanked Dr Arnab Gupta for giving the IASO a cheque of Rs 25000/- as a saving from 

the East Zone Oncology Symposium held in SGCCRI in Jan 2019. 

 

11.  Election of EC members 

For the post of VP , Dr PK Das was declared elected. 



For post of EC South Zone Dr Sandeep Nayak was declared elected, Dr M Ramesh and Dr Sanjeev 

Kulgod withdrew in his favour. 

For post of EC West Zone and North Zone Dr Sanjay Desai and Dr Sandeep Agarwal were declared 

elected un opposed. 

For post of EC East Zone, Dr Caleb Harrisand Dr Shaikat Gupta were declared elected unopposed. 

For the post of the Joint Editors Dr Narendra Hulickal and Dr Arvind Krishnamurthy were nominated. 

The GBM approved all above appointments and motion was carried. The topic of the election  

applicant not attending the GBM was discussed but no formal law was decided towards the same. 

12. Secretary also informed that the Detroit fellowship is revived and is now available from this year 

onwards. However, there were no takers for Ludhiana fellowship as yet. It would be offered to 

award paper winner in case somebody is working in or planning to work in Punjab 

13. The new agreement with Springer and IJSO has been approved, and Dr Gopinath and Dr Manoj 

Pandey will inform the EC of acceptance of the new agreement. The proposed sectional editors  will 

be finalised by the Chief editor. The Chief Editor will inform the EC of the progress. The Secretary 

and the Chief Editor with their assistants will tackle the issue of journal addresses in association with 

Springer.  

 

14.  MIDCON2020. 

Dr Narendra Hulickal made a presentation to the House. He informed the CME is planned on Feb 29 

and  1 Mar 2020 at Hotel Fortune Grand, Tirupati with 28th   Feb being the pre-conference video 

workshop. He made a detailed presentation of the scientific program. He offered special package if 

one was to register at NATCON 2019 itself. The first 50 registrations will be able to avail special 

Tirupati Darshan. 

 NATCON2020 

Dr Rudra Acharya gave a presentation about the preparation for NATCON2020. He thanked Madurai 

for withdrawing the hosting in favour of Delhi.  He informed the house 16 September will be 

cadaveric workshop. Live operative workshop will be in 3 different halls on 17th September.  The 

main conference will be from 18-20 September 2020. He unveiled an attractive early bird combo 

package to be availed before 31st October 2019 

ICC Mumbai 2021. 

Dr Dhairyasheel Savant informed the house of the progress of the work for ICC. The meetings with 

different associations have taken place and Pan/Tan registered. MICE IDEAS is the event manager. 

1000 registrations have already done. Institutional registrations are available till Dec 2019 for Rs 



2500/- for minimum of 20 members. He informed that the Global forum meeting of SSO may be 

done with us in ICC. Venue is the Jio World City in BKC, Mumbai. 

15. MIDCON 2021 

Two proposals were received for same . One from Dr Ravi Kant from AIIMS Rishikesh, and another 

from Caleb Harris from Shillong. The GB approved Shillong as the venue for Midterm 2021.  

16. Contributions from the Conferences  

Dr Chandramohan contributed a sum of Rs 10 lac towards the savings from NATCON IASO 2018. 

Dr Jayesh Rawal contributed a sum of Rs 2.5 lac towards the saving from MIDCON 2018. 

Dr Gopinath contributed Rs 10 lacs from savings from ICC 2017. Dr Gopinath was requested to 

contribute more towards the same. 

17. Dr Chandramohan presented the treasurers report. The GB has instructed the treasurer to make 

a budget for the next year. 

18. Dr Chandramohan raised the issue of MCI accepting non MCh surgeons as teachers. This issue 

was contested by Dr Ravikant and it was finally decided that Dr Rudra Dr Das and Dr Chandramohan 

will discuss with the Secretary and raise the issue with MCI. 

19. Dr Arnab Gupta expressed his concerns of Faculty dropping out in the last minute creating 

problems for the organisers. It was declared that all Faculty who dropped out in the last 15 days of 

the meeting shall be blacklisted for a period of 2 years from IASO scientific programs. 

20. Dr Gopinath requested for a raise in the salary of his assistant. A 10% raise every 2-3 years was 

proposed and accepted. 

21. The Secretary thanked the organisers and the team for a successful conference and also thanked 

the IASO members for attending the GBM. 

 

 

 



REPORT OF NATCON IASO 2019 

JW Marriott, 

19-22 September 2019, Kolkota 

 

IASO was kind enough to give Saroj Gupta Cancer Centre & Research Institute (SGCCRI), Thakurpukur 

the opportunity to host the prestigious Annual National Conference NATCON for the 4th time. This 

was held in the brand new Hotel J W Marriott Kolkata from 20th to 22nd Sept, 2019 with a Pre-

conference Live Workshop on 19th at SGCCRI itself.  

The Highlights: 

- 652 Registrations  

- 13 Overseas Faculties (USA- James Howe, Chandrakanth Are, Amit Merchea, Donald 

Weaver, Edson Pontes, Ismail Jatoi; UK- Debasish Ghosh, Sumohan Chatterjee, Prokar 

Dasgupta, Talvinder Gill & Prem Thambi; Italy- Giuseppe Spriano; Japan- Takeshi Sano) 

- Live Workshop: the following operations were done: D2 Gastrectomy by Dr Takeshi Sano, 

Partial Laryngectomee by Dr Giuseppe Spriano, Single Port Lap LAR by Dr Talvinder Gill & Dr 

Prem Thambi, 2 Oncoplastic Breast Surgeries by Dr Debasish Ghosh & Dr Sumohan 

Chatterjee, Videos on Chemoport by Dr Shuvro Roychoudhury & Lap Colo-rectal by Dr Amit 

Merchea. At the end there was a  satellite Transmission from UK of Robotic Prostatectomy 

by Dr Prokar Dasgupta. The surgeries were all nicely demonstrated, the AV transmission was 

of High Quality and the Workshop was well attended. All the patients had uncomplicated 

recovery. 

- The Main Conference (20th-22nd Sept) was divided into different halls on different days as 

per the specialty (H& N, Upper GI/ Thoracic, HPB/ Colo-rectal, Breast, Gynae, Urology & 

Orthopaedics) with options of single day registration so that many allied specialties could 

attend. Many of them became members of IASO. 

- The Conference was Inaugurated by Mayor Janab Firhad Hakim who also released the 

Souvenir. All the Overseas Faculties and 15 IASO Past Presidents were felicitated by the Chief 

Guest. The cultural program that followed had the Children (undergoing treatment at 

SGCCRI) put up a festive theme based dance recital. This was followed by Ganesh Bandana 

by Dona Ganguly (wife of Sourav Ganguly) and her dance troupe Diksha Manjari. However, 

the Star attraction was Anjali Roy (17 yr old Cancer Survivor, an amputee) whose wonderful 

dances brought tears to the eyes of everyone present there.  

- The following Orations were delivered: Motibhai Oration: Dr Takeshi Sano (Japan), Dr R S 

Rao Endowment lecture: Dr Giuseppe Spriano (Italy), Radhadevi Oration: Maj Gen Sanjay 



Kapoor, P B Desai Oration: Dr Ismail Jatoi (USA) and N C Misra Oration: Dr James Howe 

(USA).  

- There were Award Videos, Keynote lectures, Debates and Panel discussions in each hall each 

day (theme based) 

- In total there were -21 Award Videos, 34 Free Videos, 9 Award Papers, 26 Free Papers & 192 

Posters  

- After the GB meeting, the eminent young singer Kinjal got almost everyone on to the Dance 

floor with his popular Hindi songs 

- The Gastronomic delights on all days, the Delegate & Faculty kits and mementos along with 

the Ambience of the Hotel were appreciated by all.  

 

  



 

IASO Membership Rules-2019 

All members are expected to abide by the rules of the IASO constitution. Working with integrity and 

practicing ethically, they should be committed to uphold the interests of the IASO. 

a. Life Membership: All surgeons exhibiting interest in cancer surgery sufficiently demonstrated in 

their work/ practicing cancer surgeons/ surgeons who have completed an acceptable training in 

cancer surgery are eligible for becoming life members. The EC has the sole right to decide the 

eligibility in case of a dispute. Members could be, 

1. General Surgeons who have an additional Qualification in Surgical Oncology(MCh, DNB, equivalent 

foreign degree or a regular 3 year training in a Cancer Hospital) or, 

2. Surgeons from surgical disciplines involved in the treatment of cancer with an additional 

qualification (MCh, DNB, or a regular 3 year training program in a Cancer Hospital) or, 

3. Surgeons from any surgical discipline with recommendation letters from two IASO members of 

more than 10 years standing in IASO stating the applicant’s a) interest in Surgical Oncology and b) 

integrity. (The format of the recommendation letter provided in annexure) 

4. Any past Associate Member from surgical disciplines who fulfils the above criteria will 

automatically be promoted as a full Member without any additional fees. 

b. The fee for Life membership will be Rs. 5,000 (Rs. Five thousand only) till January 31st 2019, 

following which it will be Rs. 8500 (Rs. Eight thousand five hundred only) (as per EC meeting on 28th 

Dec. 2018). All applicants will submit their photo ID, recent photograph, proof of qualifications, 

postal address, mobile number, and email address. Membership will be approved before the EC and 

a certificate will be mailed to the applicant on his being accepted. Applicants who are not accepted 

shall be refunded their application fees. 

c. Associate Membership: Those who are under training in cancer surgery or those who are 

interested in cancer surgery but belong to other non-surgical specialties, such as Medical Oncology, 

Radiation Oncology, Radiology, Pathology, Biochemistry, Basic Sciences are eligible to apply for 

Associate Membership of IASO. The fee for Associate membership will be Rs. 8500 (Rs. Eight 

thousand five hundred only) 

 d. Honorary Member: An Internationally renowned Surgeon who has made an outstanding 

contribution to Surgical Oncology and who has shown keen and consistent interest in the 

development and growth of Surgical Oncology in India can be considered for Honorary Membership 

of IASO. Not more than two honorary members will be selected in a year, provided that the total 

number of such members does not exceed one-tenth of the total number of Full Life Members at 

that time. (Approved GBM Ludhiana Sept 2007) 



e. Overseas Member: A Surgical Oncologist practicing abroad, who is duly proposed and seconded 

by a Member of IASO, and after proper scrutiny of the proposal, is recommended by the Executive 

Council and approved by the General Body shall, on payment of the prescribed dues, be admitted as 

an Overseas Member for Life. An Overseas Member shall be entitled to the following rights and 

privileges:: 

i. Participate in all activities of the IASO. 

ii. Attend the Business Meetings/General Body Meeting together with the other members. 

iii. Membership and privileges resulting from the affiliation of the IASO to various International 

bodies. 

iv. An Overseas Member shall not be entitled for election to the Executive Committee. 

v. Should an Overseas Member decide to settle in India, he, on intimating 

to the IASO his intention of becoming a Life Member, and proof of his having become a resident 

Indian, will be admitted by the General Body to the Life Membership of the IASO without any further 

subscription. He on his return should be a Life Member of Association of Surgeons of India (ASI) to 

be inducted as Life Member of IASO. If he is not a Life Member of ASI he will be inducted as 

Associate Member of IASO. 

vi. The induction fee for Overseas Member will be US Dollars 300 

(Approved GBM Hyderabad 20 Sept 2008) 

Privileges of a Member 

A Life member has right to participate in all activities of the association and is eligible to vote and 

contest elections as per the IASO Constitution. All other members are eligible to participate in all the 

activities but are not permitted to vote or contest elections. 

i. On request of 1/3 rd of the members, an Emergency GBM can be called for after a request to the 

EC. 

Termination of Membership: 

a) If a member resigns voluntarily or dies. 

b) If a member does not pay any dues to the IASO. Such a member will be given a notice and 

reasonable time to pay before the EC takes a decision to suspend the member. 

c) If a member indulges in any criminal activity in India or abroad. The EC shall suspend the member 

and recommend his termination to the GB. 

 d) If a member indulges in any activity which brings financial, moral, electoral, or criminal disrepute 

to the IASO or acts against the interests of the IASO. The Honorary Secretary shall give a memo to 

the said member on advice of the EC or GB. The said member would be asked to give a reply to the 

show cause notice within 15 days. If the reply is found satisfactory, then the suspension may be 



revoked. In case of a dispute, the grievance committee will be given a period of 3 months to hear the 

member and then submit their findings to the EC. The EC will then notify the GB. 

e) All terminations will be finally approved by the GB 

Prepared by 

Dr Arun Chaturvedi 

Dr Kiran Kothari 

Dr M Vijaykumar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Glimpses of NATCON 2019 

 

 

 

Delegates at Live Workshop 

 

 

 

Dr Spriano being felicitated after his session  

 

 

 



 

 

Performance by Donna Ganguly and troupe 

 

 

 

EC meeting in progress 



 

 

Felicitation of Overseas faculty 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Felicitation of Past Presidents  

 

 

 

Performance by Child patients 

 



 

 


